


I. The King Has Come  1:1-13:53
1. The Incarnation and the preparation of the King 1:1 – 4:11
2. The Declaration of the Principles of the King 4:12 – 7:29
3. The Manifestation of the King 8:1 – 11:1
4. The Opposition to the King 11:2 – 13:53

II. The Kingdom Has Not 13:54-28:20
5. The Reaction of the King, 13:54 – 19:2
6. The Formal Presentation and Rejection of the King, 19:3 – 25:46
7. The Crucifixion and the Resurrection of the King, 26:1 – 28:20

Outline to the book of Matthew:

***Subpoints follow Stanley Toussaint’s seven main divisions outlined in his commentary.



II. THE KINGDOM HAS NOT 13:54-28:20
5. The Reaction of the King, 13:54 – 19:2

(Matthew 15:1-20)

“The source of Defilement”



 The Context:

• The unpardonable sin 12:31-37

• The parabolic teaching 13:1-53

• The hometown rejection 13:54-58

• John’s death 14:1-12

• Feeding the 5,000 (cf. Jn. 6:14-15)

Painting the Picture:



1. Exposing inward impurity vv. 1-9

2. Avoiding inward impurity vv. 10-14

3. Explaining inward impurity vv. 15-20

Outline –



1. Exposing inward impurity vv. 1-9

2. Avoiding inward impurity vv. 10-14

3. Explaining inward impurity vv. 15-20

Outline –



 The investigation v. 1

 The interrogation phase v. 2

 The response vv. 3-9

1. Exposing inward impurity vv. 1-9



 The response vv. 3-9

1) Reversal v. 3

2) Example vv. 4-6

1. Exposing inward impurity vv. 1-9



A. Observation:
• The historical development of the “fences”

 Pilpulistic logic: “Given a specific statement or 
commandment, how many new regulations could be 
logically derived from that original statement or 
commandment?” – Fruchtenbaum pg. 201 v2

 Ex. 23:19 “do not seethe (boil) a kid in its mother ’s 
milk” = A Jew may not eat milk and meat products 
at the same time. 4 hour wait.



Three phases of development:

Phase 1 – The Sopherim (Scribes)

• Built “fences” after Babylonian Captivity

• Principle: “A Sopher may disagree with 
another Sopher, but he cannot disagree with 
Torah.”

The historical development of the “fences”



Three phases of development:
Phase 2 – The Tannaim (Teacher 30 b.c. – 220 a.d.)
• Principle: “A Tanna may disagree with another 

Tanna, but he cannot disagree with a Sopher.”
• Result: All Sopher “fences” are now held in 

equal validity with Scripture.
• Their Justification: Oral law passed down from 

Moses until  220 a.d. Rabbis finally wrote it  down.

The historical development of the “fences”



Three phases of development:
Phase 3 – The Amoraim (teacher/interpreter)
• Principle: “An Amora may disagree with an 

Amora, but he cannot disagree with a Tanna.”

• Result: All Sopher and Tanna “fences” held in 
equal validity with Scripture.

• Their Justification: Oral Law

The historical development of the “fences”



Three phases of development:
Phase 1 – The Sopherim (Scribes)
Phase 2 – The Tannaim
Phase 3 – The Amoraim (teacher/interpreter)

 Sopherim + Tannaim = Mishna

 Amoraim = Gemara

Mishna + Gemara = Talmud

The historical development of the “fences”



 The response vv. 3-9

1) Reversal v. 3

2) Example vv. 4-6

3) Hypocrisy vv. 7-9 (cf. Is. 29:9-13)

1. Exposing inward impurity vv. 1-9



1. Exposing inward impurity vv. 1-9

2. Avoiding inward impurity vv. 10-14

3. Explaining inward impurity vv. 15-20

Outline –



 The preparation to teach v. 10

 The principle taught v. 11

 The offense at the teaching v. 12

 The response to the offense vv. 13-14

2. Avoiding inward impurity vv. 10-14



 The response to the offense vv. 13-14

1) They’re to be uprooted v. 13

2) They’re blinded v. 14 (cf. Is. 29!)

3) They’re dangerous v. 15

2. Avoiding inward impurity vv. 10-14



1. Exposing inward impurity vv. 1-9

2. Avoiding inward impurity vv. 10-14

3. Explaining inward impurity vv. 15-20

Outline –



 Peter’s request v. 15

 Jesus’ rebuke v. 16

 Jesus’ explanation vv. 17-20

3. Explaining inward impurity vv. 15-20



 Jesus’ explanation vv. 17-20

1) Defilement NOT from consuming v. 17

2) Defilement IS from the heart v. 18

3) Examples v. 19

4) Summary v. 20

3. Explaining inward impurity vv. 15-20



 The heart is the source of defilement.

 Outward conformity is NOT purity.

 Guard the heart! (cf. Pr. 4:23)

 All things permissible? (cf. 1 Cor. 10:23)

Identify and avoid legalism and legalists!

(APPLICATION)




