


• Go to 1 Corinthians 13



I. The King Has Come  1:1-13:53
1. The Incarnation and the preparation of the King 1:1 – 4:11
2. The Declaration of the Principles of the King 4:12 – 7:29
3. The Manifestation of the King 8:1 – 11:1
4. The Opposition to the King 11:2 – 13:53

II. The Kingdom Has Not 13:54-28:20
5. The Reaction of the King, 13:54 – 19:2
6. The Formal Presentation and Rejection of the King, 19:3 – 25:46
7. The Crucifixion and the Resurrection of the King, 26:1 – 28:20

Outline to the book of Matthew:

***Subpoints follow Stanley Toussaint’s seven main divisions outlined in his commentary.



II. THE KINGDOM HAS NOT 13:54-28:20
5. The Reaction of the King, 13:54 – 19:2

(Matthew 18:15-35)

“Breaking Down 
OFFENSES”



1. The pursuit of forgiveness vv. 15-20

2. The parameters of forgiveness vv. 21-22

3. The parable of forgiveness vv. 23-35

Outline –



1. The pursuit of forgiveness vv. 15-20

2. The parameters of forgiveness vv. 21-22

3. The parable of forgiveness vv. 23-35

Outline –



A. Determining what is being said:

3 phases to pursuing forgiveness –

Phase 1: Private level v. 15

Phase 2: Mediation level v. 16

Phase 3: Assembly level v. 17

1. The pursuit of forgiveness vv. 15-20



Phase 1: Private level v. 15 –
 Offense (a fence) is built v. 15a
 Address the fence v. 15b
 Resolution v. 15c 

“hears” (ἀκούσῃ) = to give careful 
attention to, listen to, heed BDAG

1. The pursuit of forgiveness vv. 15-20



Phase 2: Mediation level v. 16 –
 If they do not “hear” v. 16a

 Take 1-2 others v. 16b

 The reason v. 16c

1. The pursuit of forgiveness vv. 15-20



Phase 3: Assembly level v. 17 –
 If they refuse to hear them v. 17a
 Tell the assembly v. 17b

“church” (ἐκκλησίᾳ) not THE Church but 
the assembly of Jesus’ disciples

 If they refuse to hear the assembly v. 17c
 “let him be to you LIKE a heathen and a 

tax collector (no fellowship) v. 17d

1. The pursuit of forgiveness vv. 15-20



B. Determining what to do:

When wronged, the OFFENDED 
disciple has instructions for pursuing 
forgiveness

1. The pursuit of forgiveness vv. 15-20



B. Determining what to do:

The OFFENDING disciple has an 
obligation to “hear” the person they 
offended

1. The pursuit of forgiveness vv. 15-20



B. Determining what to do:

The implication is that the 
OFFENDED person forgives on the 
condition the OFFENDER “hears” 
them.

1. The pursuit of forgiveness vv. 15-20



B. Determining what to do:

The OFFENDING disciple that 
refuses to hear the OFFENDED, the 
mediation, or the assembly, is to be 
disfellowshipped.

1. The pursuit of forgiveness vv. 15-20



1. The pursuit of forgiveness vv. 15-20

2. The parameters of forgiveness vv. 21-22
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A. Determining what is being said:

Peter’s question v. 21

• How often do I forgive?

• Suggests 7 X’s (completion)

2. The parameters of forgiveness vv. 21-22



A. Determining what is being said:

 Jesus’ answer v. 22
• Not 7 X’s but 70 X’s 7 (i.e. infinitely)

- cf. Gen. 4:24 (Lamech’s vengeance)

• Perhaps 70 X’s 7 (490) relates to 
Israel’s discipline and forgiveness?

2. The parameters of forgiveness vv. 21-22



B. Determining what to do:

There is no limit to the times you 
forgive an OFFENDING disciple.

2. The parameters of forgiveness vv. 21-22



B. Determining what to do:

Forgiveness DOES NOT mean other 
boundaries shouldn’t be made for a 
frequent offender.

2. The parameters of forgiveness vv. 21-22



B. Determining what to do:

Praise God He doesn’t set a limit to 
our forgiveness (cf. 1 John 1:9)

2. The parameters of forgiveness vv. 21-22



B. Determining what to do:

Fellowship with Christ (The Head) 
and other disciples (the body) is 
crucial to effective ministry. 
(Communion is a tool to maintain 
fellowship)

2. The parameters of forgiveness vv. 21-22



1. The pursuit of forgiveness vv. 15-20

2. The parameters of forgiveness vv. 21-22

3. The parable of forgiveness vv. 23-35

Outline –



A. Determining what is being said:

 Jesus gives a parable v. 23

The parable vv. 24-35

3. The parable of forgiveness vv. 23-35



 The servant’s debt v. 24
 The servant’s penalty v. 25
 The servant’s plea v. 26
 The master ’s forgiveness v. 27
 The other servant’s debt v. 28
 The other servant’s plea v. 29
 The servant’s unforgiveness v. 30
 The master ’s response vv. 31-34
 The parable’s explanation v. 35

3. The parable of forgiveness vv. 23-35



B. Determining what to do:

The parable illustrates horizontal and 
vertical forgiveness.

3. The parable of forgiveness vv. 23-35



B. Determining what to do:

 If disciples do not forgive 
horizontally, they will not be forgiven 
vertically.

3. The parable of forgiveness vv. 23-35



B. Determining what to do:

This DOES NOT refer to salvation 
but fellowship.

3. The parable of forgiveness vv. 23-35



B. Determining what to do:

The unforgiving disciple WILL NOT 
have fellowship with God

3. The parable of forgiveness vv. 23-35



B. Determining what to do:

The forgiving disciple WILL have 
fellowship with God.

3. The parable of forgiveness vv. 23-35



B. Determining what to do:

Our fellowship with God is, in part, 
determined by our fellowship with 
each other. (cf. Mt. 5:21-26; 6:12-15; 
1 Peter 3:7)

3. The parable of forgiveness vv. 23-35




