


II. THE KINGDOM HAS NOT 13:54-28:20
5. The Reaction of the King, 13:54 – 19:2

(Matthew 18:15-35)

“Breaking Down 
OFFENSES”



1. The pursuit of forgiveness vv. 15-20

2. The parameters of forgiveness vv. 21-22

3. The parable of forgiveness vv. 23-35

Outline –



A. Determining what is being said:

3 phases to pursuing forgiveness –

Phase 1: Private level v. 15

Phase 2: Mediation level v. 16

Phase 3: Assembly level v. 17

1. The pursuit of forgiveness vv. 15-20



1. The pursuit of forgiveness vv. 15-20

2. The parameters of forgiveness vv. 21-22

3. The parable of forgiveness vv. 23-35

Outline –



1. The pursuit of forgiveness vv. 15-20

2. The parameters of forgiveness vv. 21-22

3. The parable of forgiveness vv. 23-35

Outline –



 The servant’s debt v. 24
 The servant’s penalty v. 25
 The servant’s plea v. 26
 The master ’s forgiveness v. 27
 The other servant’s debt v. 28
 The other servant’s plea v. 29
 The servant’s unforgiveness v. 30
 The master ’s response vv. 31-34
 The parable’s explanation v. 35

3. The parable of forgiveness vv. 23-35



B. Determining what to do:

The parable illustrates horizontal and 
vertical forgiveness.

3. The parable of forgiveness vv. 23-35



B. Determining what to do:

 If disciples do not forgive 
horizontally, they will not be forgiven 
vertically.

3. The parable of forgiveness vv. 23-35



B. Determining what to do:

This DOES NOT refer to salvation 
but fellowship.

3. The parable of forgiveness vv. 23-35



B. Determining what to do:

The unforgiving disciple WILL NOT 
have fellowship with God

3. The parable of forgiveness vv. 23-35



B. Determining what to do:

The forgiving disciple WILL have 
fellowship with God.

3. The parable of forgiveness vv. 23-35



B. Determining what to do:

Our fellowship with God is, in part, 
determined by our fellowship with 
each other. (cf. Mt. 5:21-26; 6:12-15; 
1 Peter 3:7)

3. The parable of forgiveness vv. 23-35



II. THE KINGDOM HAS NOT 13:54-28:20
6. The Formal Presentation and Rejection of the King, 19:3 – 25:46

(Matthew 19:1-15)

“Keeping the Ministry Moving”



I. The King Has Come  1:1-13:53
1. The Incarnation and the preparation of the King 1:1 – 4:11
2. The Declaration of the Principles of the King 4:12 – 7:29
3. The Manifestation of the King 8:1 – 11:1
4. The Opposition to the King 11:2 – 13:53

II. The Kingdom Has Not 13:54-28:20
5. The Reaction of the King, 13:54 – 19:2
6. The Formal Presentation and Rejection of the King, 19:3 – 25:46
7. The Crucifixion and the Resurrection of the King, 26:1 – 28:20

Outline to the book of Matthew:

***Subpoints follow Stanley Toussaint’s seven main divisions outlined in his commentary.



1. Testing Jesus on divorce vv. 1-6

2. Testing Jesus on the Law vv. 7-9

3. Teaching the disciples on priorities vv. 10-12

Outline –



1. Testing Jesus on divorce vv. 1-6

2. Testing Jesus on the Law vv. 7-9

3. Teaching the disciples on priorities vv. 10-12

Outline –



A. Determining what is being said:

Relocating vv. 1-2
• Departing from Galilee v. 1a

• Coming to the region of Judea 
beyond the Jordan (Perea) v. 1b

• Healing the multitudes v. 2

1. Testing Jesus on divorce vv. 1-6





A. Determining what is being said:

The Pharisee’s test v. 3

1. Testing Jesus on divorce vv. 1-6



The Pharisee’s test v. 3
2 Pharisaic views:

1) School of Shammai (“some indecency” = 
some indecency other than adultery cf. Lev. 
20:10)

2) School of Hillel (“any cause” = literally 
anything, real or imagined)



The Pharisee’s test v. 3
• “Some of the Jews had very low views of 

women, and therefore of marriage. A wife 
was bought, regarded as property, used as a 
household drudge, and dismissed at 
pleasure.” – FF Bruce

• The Pharisees were seeing which view Jesus 
took regarding Deut. 24:1

• Jesus doesn’t fall into their trap.



A. Determining what is being said:

 Jesus responds vv. 4-6
1) The institution of marriage v. 4

2) The strength of marriage v. 5

3) The unity of marriage vv. 5-6

4) The Institution of marriage v. 6

1. Testing Jesus on divorce vv. 1-6



B. Determining what to do:

Avoid quarrels (cf. 2 Tim. 2:14-26)

Preach the word (cf. 2 Tim. 4:1-5)

1. Testing Jesus on divorce vv. 1-6



1. Testing Jesus on divorce vv. 1-6

2. Testing Jesus on the Law vv. 7-9

3. Teaching the disciples on priorities vv. 10-12

Outline –



A. Determining what is being said:

Resetting the bait v. 7

Rebuking the question v. 8

 Jesus interprets Deut. 24:1 v. 9

2. Testing Jesus on the Law vv. 7-9



1. Testing Jesus on divorce vv. 1-6

2. Testing Jesus on the Law vv. 7-9

3. Teaching the disciples on priorities vv. 10-12

Outline –



A. Determining what is being said:
 The disciple’s comment v. 10
 Jesus responds vv. 11-12

1) Eunuchs from birth
2) Eunuchs from men
3) Eunuchs from self

 The disciple’s priority v. 13
 Jesus’ priority vv. 14-15

3. Teaching the disciples on priorities vv. 10-12



B. Determining what to do:

Marriage is important, the kingdom 
held priority (cf. 1 Cor. 7)

Where does ministry sit in our 
priority list?

3. Teaching the disciples on priorities vv. 10-12



• How do we keep focused on ministry?
- In theological conflicts?

- In marriage?

- In ministry priorities?

Summary/Application:




