


Poison or Purity?



Poison or Purity?



II. THE KINGDOM HAS NOT 13:54-28:20
6. The Formal Presentation and Rejection of the King, 19:3 – 25:46

(Matthew 23:1-12)

“Will you drink 
the poison or the pure water?”



1. Acknowledging the proper authority vv. 1-3

Outline –



A. Determining what it says:
 The address v. 1
• Speaker = Jesus
• Audience =

A. The multitudes

B. His disciples cf. v. 21:20

1. Acknowledging the proper authority vv. 1-3

1) In Jerusalem 
vv. 21:1,  18,  23

2) At the Temple 
vv.  21:12,  23

3) Around Jesus 
v.  22:33



A. Determining what it says:
 The authority v. 2

• The Scribes – An expert in Jewish law. 
They were educated men who were 
responsible for copying, interpreting, and 
teaching the law, as well as settling legal 
disputes within the religious community.

1. Acknowledging the proper authority vv. 1-3



A. Determining what it says:
 The authority v. 2

• The Scribes 

• The Pharisees – The most prominent 
Jewish group known for their strict 
adherence to both the written Torah and 
their body of oral traditions.

1. Acknowledging the proper authority vv. 1-3



A. Determining what it says:
 The authority v. 2

• The Scribes 
• The Pharisees 
• Sit in Moses’ seat 

⁃ “sit in” (ἐκάθισαν, verb, aorist, active, 
indicative, 3rd person, plural) 

= They sat (i.e. self-appointed)

1. Acknowledging the proper authority vv. 1-3



 Moses received Torah
 Delivered to Joshua (Deut. 31:1-8)
 Delivered to elders Deut. 31:9-13)
 Delivered to priests (Deut. 31:9-13)
 Delivered to prophets (cf. “school of the prophets” aka 

“sons of the prophets” 2 Kings 2:3; 4:38, 6:1)
 Delivered to Kings (Deut. 17:18-19)
 The Great Synagogue (cf. Ezra 7:6, 10)

Seat of Moses:



A. Determining what it says:
 The address v. 1
 The authority v. 2
 The application v. 3

• “Therefore”
• Submit to their authority v. 3a
• Do NOT submit to their hypocrisy v. 3b

1. Acknowledging the proper authority vv. 1-3



B. Determining what to do:
 Submit to authority, but not to hypocrisy
 What is the authority for the Church?
 What is the authority for the church?
 Can Jesus be hypocritical?
 Can Overseers be hypocritical?
 Submit to authority, but not to hypocrisy

1. Acknowledging the proper authority vv. 1-3



1. Acknowledging the proper authority vv. 1-3

2. Avoiding the pious activity vv. 4-7

Outline –



A. Determining what it says:
 The summary of their hypocrisy v. 4

A. Their preaching
• They bind burdens to people

⁃ Heavy burdens

⁃ Hard to bear burdens

2. Avoiding the pious activity vv. 4-7



A. Determining what it says:
 The summary of their hypocrisy v. 4

A. Their preaching
B. Their practice

• They… will not move them (nature)

• With one of their fingers (extent)

2. Avoiding the pious activity vv. 4-7



A. Determining what it says:
 The examples of their hypocrisy vv. 5-7
• Summary v. 5a
• Examples vv. 5b-7

1) Their lust for presentation v. 5b
2) Their lust for position v. 6
3) Their lust for popularity v. 7

2. Avoiding the pious activity vv. 4-7



B. Determining what to do:
 Do I struggle with lust of presentation?

 Do I struggle with lust of position?

 Do I struggle with lust of popularity?

2. Avoiding the pious activity vv. 4-7

Cf. Romans 12:1-2



1. Acknowledging the proper authority vv. 1-3

2. Avoiding the pious activity vv. 4-7

3. Aiming for pure affirmations vv. 8-12

Outline –



A. Determining what it says:
 The poison: vv. 8-10

• Do not be Pharisaic! v. 8

• Do not be Roman Catholic! v. 9

• Do not be Dictator! v. 10
⁃ Teacher or leader? 
⁃ καθηγητὴς = leader

3. Aiming for pure affirmations vv. 8-12



A. Determining what it says:
 The pure cup: vv. 11-12

• Be a servant v. 11

• Be humble v. 12

3. Aiming for pure affirmations vv. 8-12



B. Determining what to do:
 Know Who my ultimate teacher is.
 Know Who my ultimate Father is.
 Know Who my ultimate LORD is. 
 This knowledge begets:

1) A serving heart

2) A humble heart

3. Aiming for pure affirmations vv. 8-12



II. THE KINGDOM HAS NOT 13:54-28:20
6. The Formal Presentation and Rejection of the King, 19:3 – 25:46

(Matthew 23:1-12)

“Will you drink the poison or the 
pure water?”




